
THE PROFESSIONAL ORCHESTRA IN RESIDENCE AT KRANNERT CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

SONIC SENSATIONS

2026-2027/SEASON 67
 



The Champaign-Urbana Symphony Orchestra acknowledges support 
from the Illinois Arts Council.

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Stephen Alltop, Music Director and Conductor

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2026 
MAHLER SYMPHONY NO. 3

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2026                                                     
CUSO BAROQUE CONCERT: ALL IN THE FAMILY

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2026 
HOLIDAY MAGIC

SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2027 
CARMINA BURANA

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2027 
SHOSTAKOVICH SYMPHONY NO. 5

Great orchestral music moves through us like a force and 
makes us feel profoundly alive. Maestro Stephen Alltop and 
the Champaign-Urbana Symphony Orchestra invite you to 
join us for “Sonic Sensations” as we celebrate our 67th season 
with vibrant music, extraordinary musicians, and powerful 
performances. Come and share the experience of exhilaration, 
joy, and wonder that great music inspires!

CUSO SEASON 67: SONIC SENSATIONS



Dear Friends,

We could not be more excited to share the plans 
for our 2026-27 season with you.  From thrilling 
symphonies to stunning choral music, this year 
will have it all. 

Our year of Sonic Sensations commences with 
Mahler’s epic Symphony No. 3. Starting with a 
tempestuous opening movement and ending 
with some of the most moving music ever written, 
Mahler’s Third is an unforgettable journey. 

Baroque masterpieces return in November with 
a varied offering of great 18th century music, 
including the Brandenburg Concerto No. 1 of J.S. 
Bach. Delightful selections highlighting solo flutes 
by Wilhelm Freidemann Bach and Carl Philipp 
Emanuel Bach show different branches of the 
Bach family tree. Haydn’s spectacular Symphony 
No. 7 features solos for Concertmaster Maria 
Arrua and Principal Cello Barbara Hedlund.   

In December, a concert of Holiday Magic will 
transport you into the delights of the season. 
Once again, we welcome the talented young 
singers of the Central Illinois Youth Chorus. 
Soprano Katelyn Lee sings Mozart’s dazzling 
motet, Exsultate jubilate. Enjoy a charming 
musical retelling of Clement Moore’s The Night 
Before Christmas. Favorites such as Sleigh Ride  

and a sing-along of carols will make this a 
festive evening for the whole family.  

The Oratorio Society of the University of Illinois 
and the Apollo Chorus of Chicago join forces 
in March to present Carmina Burana by Carl 
Orff, one of the most colorful works in the 
choral repertoire.  Soloists Cynthia Hu, Andrew 
Morstein and Ricardo Herrera will sing tales 
of love and woe, while the choruses and large 
orchestra offer awe-inspiring climaxes.  

The April CUSO season finale contains two 
blockbuster works: Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto 
and the Symphony No. 5 of Dmitri Shostakovich. 
You will be enthralled by the electric virtuosity of 
violinist Jinjoo Cho, who has dazzled audiences 
around the world. The spotlight then turns to 
our wonderful orchestra in Shostakovich’s Fifth 
Symphony, a work that shows incredible power 
and the triumph of the human spirit. 

We welcome you to all these amazing sonic 
experiences and thank you for your support 
of the cultural gem that is the Champaign-
Urbana Symphony Orchestra. 

Musically yours,

Stephen Alltop, 
Music Director and Conductor
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Stephen Alltop  music director and conductor
Kayleigh Decker mezzo soprano
University of Illinois Women’s Glee Club, Andrea Solya director
Central Illinois Youth Chorus, Andrea Solya director

Maestro Stephen Alltop and the Champaign-Urbana Symphony 
Orchestra will open the 67th season with a performance of the Third 
Symphony of Gustav Mahler, a work of epic proportions and powerful 
emotions. CUSO is joined by the University of Illinois Women’s Glee Club 
and the Central Illinois Youth Chorus. Blending orchestral majesty with 
the joyous sounds of bells and children’s voices, the Third Symphony is 
an incredible composition to experience in concert. The final movement 
is one of the most moving in the symphonic repertoire. 

MAHLER  Symphony No. 3 in D Minor 

Saturday, October 10, 2026 | 7:30 pm 
Foellinger Great Hall | Krannert Center for the Performing Arts

TICKETS  $45 standard/$40 senior/$10 youth, student of any age 

Tickets on sale at cusymphony.org or krannertcenter.com 

MAHLER SYMPHONY NO. 3
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Praised for her ‘shimmering 
mezzo-soprano’ and a 
voice of ‘pure vocal gold,’ 
Kayleigh Decker 
is quickly garnering an 
international reputation 
for her artistry and 
versatility in opera and 
on the concert platform.
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Stephen Alltop  conductor and organ

Join Maestro Stephen Alltop and CUSO for this dazzling concert of Baroque 
masterpieces, showcasing numerous solo instruments, including flutes, oboes, 
horns, violin, cello and contrabass. The Brandenburg Concerto No. 1 of Johann 
Sebastian Bach resounds with the rustic sounds of horns and oboes. Flutes are 
featured in lyrical works by Wilhelm Freidemann Bach and Carl Philipp Emanuel 
Bach, showing different branches of the Bach family tree. Stephen Alltop will 
perform Dieterich Buxtehude’s dramatic masterwork for organ, the Präludium 
in G Minor. Our afternoon concludes with Haydn’s exquisite Symphony No. 7, 
featuring exciting instrumental displays that will delight and entertain you.

J.S. BACH Brandenburg Concerto No. 1 in F Major, BWV 1046	
BUXTEHUDE Präludium in G Minor	
W.F. BACH Adagio et Fuga, Fk. 65		
C.P.E. BACH Flute Concerto in A Major, Wq. 168
HAYDN Symphony No. 7 in C Major, “Le Midi”

Saturday, November 14, 2026 | 4:00 pm 
Faith United Methodist Church, 1719 S. Prospect Avenue, Champaign

TICKETS  General Admission $32 adult/$10 youth, student of any age 
For tickets call CUSO at 217-351-9139, or go online to cusymphony.org

ALL IN THE FAMILY
CUSO BAROQUE CONCERT
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HOLIDAY MAGIC

Katelyn Lee

Stephen Alltop  music director and conductor  
Central Illinois Youth Chorus, Andrea Solya director 
Katelyn Lee  soprano

CUSO’s popular holiday concert features seasonal favorites 
to please the whole family. The celebration begins with “A 
Chanukah Overture” by Robert Wendell and “A Christmas Feast,” 
a medley of five ancient carols. Dazzling soprano Katelyn Lee will 
perform Mozart’s radiant motet, Exsultate, jubilate and Adolphe 
Adam’s beloved carol, “O, Holy Night.” 

The magic continues as the talented singers of the Central Illinois 
Youth Chorus join CUSO to perform Christmas Canon, the Trans-
Siberian Orchestra’s beautiful interpretation of Pachelbel’s Canon 
in D. Matthew Naughtin’s “A Visit From St. Nicholas” presents a 
charming orchestral setting for Clement C. Moore’s delightful 
poem. Leroy Anderson’s famous “Sleigh Ride,” a visit from Santa, 
and a sing-along of holiday carols will make the season bright. 

Wednesday, December 9, 2026 | 7:30 pm 
Foellinger Great Hall | Krannert Center for the Performing Arts

TICKETS  $45 standard/$40 senior/$10 youth, student 
Tickets on sale at cusymphony.org or krannertcenter.com 

WENDELL A Chanukah Overture 	
Arr. NAUGHTIN A Christmas Feast  	 	
Arr. REDFORD Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine		
W.A. MOZART Exsultate, jubilate, K. 165 (selections)		
WALDTEUFEL The Skaters’ Waltz (Les Patineurs), Op. 183 	
PACHELBEL Christmas Canon (Trans-Siberian Orchestra)	
NAUGHTIN “A Visit From St. Nicholas” (Text by Clement C. Moore)	
ADAM O, Holy Night	
ANDERSON Sleigh Ride	
Arr. NAUGHTIN Christmas Angels Sing-Along             
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Stephen Alltop  music director and conductor 
Cynthia Hu soprano
Andrew Morstein tenor 
Ricardo Herrera baritone
Apollo Chorus of Chicago
University of Illinois Oratorio Society, AndrewMajor director

Join CUSO as we enliven the late winter with colorful and vibrant 
music. Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana is dramatic and fateful, 
amorous and delightful. Few works leave an audience more 
spell-bound. Music lovers from far and wide won’t want to miss 
the University of Illinois Oratorio Society and the Apollo Chorus 
of Chicago combining to form a powerful choir of 150 singers. 
Rounding out this program will be charming music by the French 
composer Augusta Holmès and a delightful suite drawn from 
Bizet’s L’Arlésienne.  

HOLMÈS Air de Ballet	
BIZET L’Arlésienne Suite No. 2	 	
ORFF Carmina Burana    

Saturday, March 6, 2027 | 7:30 pm 
Foellinger Great Hall | Krannert Center for the Performing Arts

TICKETS  $45 standard/$40 senior/$10 youth, student 

CARMINA BURANA
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Cynthia Hu Andrew Morstein Ricardo Herrera
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SHOSTAKOVICH SYMPHONY NO. 5
Stephen Alltop  music director and conductor  
Jinjoo Cho violin  

Champaign-Urbana Symphony Orchestra’s 67th season 
finale presents two blockbuster works. Violinist Jinjoo Cho has 
thrilled audiences around the world with her brilliant technique 
and stunning musicality.  Her gifts will be on full display in 
Tchaikovsky’s  celebrated Violin Concerto. Shostakovich’s 
Symphony No. 5 reflects the dramatic history of its composition 
and the composer’s complete mastery of the symphonic form. 

TCHAIKOVSKY Violin Concerto in D Major	
SHOSTAKOVICH Symphony No. 5	

Saturday, April 24, 2027 | 7:30 pm 
Foellinger Great Hall | Krannert Center for the Performing Arts

TICKETS  $45 standard/$40 senior/$10 youth, student of any age 
Tickets on sale at cusymphony.org or krannertcenter.com 

2026-27/SEASON 67 SONIC SENSATIONS
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ADMISSION IS FREE 
Register at krannertcenter.com
The CUSO Youth Concerts are funded by CUSO 
and presented free of charge as part of the 
Krannert Center Youth Series. To register for 
the free concert, educators must complete the 
online form at krannertcenter.com.

The CUSO Youth Concerts are produced in partnership with Krannert Center for the Performing Arts with 
funding from the Champaign-Urbana Symphony Orchestra, Richard and Judith Kaplan, Jane and Chris Scherer, 
the Robeson Family Benefit Fund, the Meredith Foundation, and the Illinois Arts Council.

”WE’VE GOT RHYTHM!”
The Champaign-Urbana Symphony 
Orchestra annual Youth Concerts at 
Krannert Center bring the magic of live 
music to thousands of school children    
each year. Educators and students in 
grades 3-6 are invited to join Maestro 
Stephen Alltop and CUSO in March 2027 
for “We’ve Got Rhythm!” Music lovers of 
all ages will enjoy this fun, toe-tapping 
celebration of rhythm. This engaging and 
interactive program explores rhythm in a 
wide range of music, from classical to 
ragtime, jazz, and rock and roll!   

CUSO
FREE
YOUTH 
CONCERTS 
AT 
KRANNERT 
CENTER

Tuesday & Wednesday
March 30 & 31, 2027 
10:00 am
Foellinger Great Hall, 
Krannert Center

Scott Joplin: Maple Leaf Rag	
Roberto Sierra: We’ve Got Rhythm	
George Gershwin: “I got rhythm”
Ludwig van Beethoven: Scherzo from 
   Symphony No. 9 (selected passages)		       
Arturo Márquez: Danzón No. 2		
Leonard Bernstein: Overture to “West Side Story”
Matthew Naughtin: ‘Rock and Roll Variation’ 
   (from Happy Birthday Variations)	
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Stephen Alltop, Music Director & Conductor
SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 701 DEVONSHIRE DRIVE C-24 CHAMPAIGN, IL 61820  217.351.9139  

www.cusymphony.org 

The Champaign-Urbana Symphony Orchestra (CUSO) was founded in 1959 by music 
lovers in our community who had the dream of establishing a permanent, local, 
professional symphony. CUSO began performing at the newly-built Krannert Center in 
1969 and was honored to be named the Professional Orchestra in Residence at Krannert 
Center for the Performing Arts in 1988. 

Over the years, CUSO has performed more than 400 concerts and showcased the talents 
of thousands of local, professional musicians, bringing the vibrancy of live orchestral 
music to audiences of all ages. Led by Music Director and Conductor Stephen Alltop, the 
orchestra has earned a reputation for performance excellence that makes every concert 
an extraordinary experience. 

In partnership with the Symphony Guild, CUSO youth music programs have introduced 
thousands of grade school children to the joy of orchestral music, with Youth Concerts 
at Krannert Center and free concerts in the schools. CUSO is an independent 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization and receives no funding from Krannert Center or the University of 
Illinois. For the past 67 years, the orchestra has thrived with generous community support. 
Your donation will help CUSO continue a long tradition of uniquely enriching the musical 
life of our community. For more information, visit our website at www.cusymphony.org.

CELEBRATING 67 SEASONS 



THE CHAMPAIGN-URBANA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

SEASON 67 SONIC SENSATIONS

Tickets on sale now at cusymphony.org!
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